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being represented by machines and aeroplanes, not to speak
of Soviet advisers who came to direct policy. The loan was to
be repaid by degrees with caracal and broadtail skins from the
province.
Soon after this a delegate of the Nanking Government was
so ill-advised as to come to Urumchi to try and restore peace.
It appears that he only regained his liberty by promising that
Sheng should be officially recognized as Military Governor or
tupan of Sinkiang.
But the Moslems were now masters of the chief Sinkiang
road to some distance south of Urumchi, and a second time
they appealed to Ma Chung-ying for aid. Leaving the north
of Kansu to be guarded by Ma Bu-fang, a distant cousin of
his, he set out. And being very ambitious he decided to rally
all the Moslems of the Turfan area to his flag. His strength
of will and his courage were only equalled by his cruelty, and
the triumphs of Jenghiz Khan and, more recently, of Tso
Tsung-Tang inspired him to emulation. He had no difficulty
in beating the White Russians in front of Urumchi. And
then, suddenly, seven thousand Chinese troops appeared;
they had escaped in the course of the Manchurian war, been
interned in Siberia, and only just now arrived in Sinkiang,
They repulsed Ma Chung-ying and he retreated to
Turfan to raise recruits among the natives. The Turki chief,
Hodja Nyaz, deserted Ma and on receiving a promise that
he would be given the south of the province, went over to
Sheng Shih-tsai.   The latter was simply an opportunist
who enlisted the enemy generals to his cause whenever
he could. In January, 1934, though the cold was terrible,
Ma suddenly appeared in  the plain before   Urumchi
and began preparations for a new siege.  Sheng, who was
tupan, took fright, and in February telegraphed to his
Muscovite friends for assistance. Such troops as were near
the frontier were soon on the scene and, to the number of
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